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Library or No Library.
It is very hard for us to reconcile the

différence*» of those esteemed citizens who
. object to accoj-llng Mr. Carnegie's pro-
? posed contribution toward a publlo library

for Richmond. .Some of them say on,tho
one hand that they would ho willing to

'·· accept a free and unconditional gift, but

that.thoy nre not'willing that the city

¦hould obligate itself to oomply with Mr.

Carnegie's term.·).

Others say that thoy are unwilling fori
the city of Richmond to accept, such gift
upon.any terms, as It -would lie putting
thc city under an obligation to. an outsider

upon whoso bounty wo havo no sort of

claim. .

I.et us look moro closely at the objec¬
tions. Mr. Carnegie has accumuiatea a

vast'.fortune, most, of which he line-do-

tormlned to give nwny 'luring hts-llfo-
time. To employ tho. expression of a well
known ¡Virginia citizen, lattiy dead, Mr.

.Carnegie Is 'administering« on his own

estate. He made his fortune in America

and it Is ills Idea to give it back in groat
".part to the iieoplo from whom it came;

or to put it another way, to invest his

money in publlo institutions which, ho

¦believes, will be of great benefit intel¬

lectually and morally to the peoplo nt

large. But he is disbursing· his monoy ln

his own way, and making his own termi;

Hé,is not dealing with Richmond alone,
but with many cities, and the general 'con¬
dìtloti Is that wherever ho Invests a sum

of money in a library It shall bo on rjoijcll-
tlon thai the city sitali furnish the site and

by ordinance of council· agree to make
an annual"appropriation for maintenance;
There aro positively no other conditions.
It Is a simple business proposition. Mr.

Çarneglo proposes to do a certain thing
provided the city will agree to do Its part;
and if tho city does agree; if tile city
complies wltli his terms, there can ho no

embarrassing obligation in accepting, it.
Is a bargain puro and simple, nnd thero
is no obligation about it. Indeed, the ob¬

jection of most of the objectors is that
Mr. Carneglo's terms are too harsh, and

that the city cannot afford ,.to accept
them. That of itsolf Is conclusivo of our

contention that there could be no, em¬

barrassing oblisjj.tlo.no-n the part of Rich-
mona. ? *-*·:;*
But are the terms'too harsh. Tho ob¬

jectors of the latter class argue that wo

¦would ho paying an Interest'rato of 1Û

per cent, on the amount of money which
Mr. Carnoglo proposes to contribute. But
that objection will not hold, for the ap-,

prbpriatlon ot $10,000 a year would be for
the support of the library, for tho pay¬
ment of current exponaos, and not a cent
of It would bo paid out on Interest ac¬

count. Lot us illustrate: iSuppose the city
of Richmond should docllno Mr. Curnoglo's
offer and decide to issue bonds amount¬
ing to $100,000 to put up tho building. The

city would have to pay the interest on

those honda which would be at the rate
of 4 per cent, and In addition would havo
to mako tho samo appropriation of $10,000
a year or more for curront expenses. In
that event we should be paying the samo
amount for expenses that wo would bo
paying under the Carnegie plun, and In
addition wo should be paying 4 per cent.
Interest on ? debt of $100,000, which In
time we should have to discharge, it is
not necessary to argue that as a business
proposition It Is far better 'for us to ac¬

cept Mr. Carneglo's offer than to build
a $100,000 library, on our own account.
Moreover, everybody knows that a propo-
sltion to issue $100,000 of bonde to build a

library for Richmond would not lie serl-
ou/ly entertained in the Council at this
thin·, and if Mr. Camole'» offer Is d<-*
Cllned It will bo muny a long day be¬
fore Richmond has a public library,
Therefore, the. question sifts Itself down

to till«.libali we have a public library or

nol.'»hull, wo accept Mr. Carnegie's offer
or givo up every possible chanci·, for Ilio

present ut least, of having a public
library?. Thut is tho question for the
Council to consider, With ¡ill respect, the
«ubstltuto propositions uniount to nothing.
It Is tlio Carnegie plan, or no llbrury.

The Fall of Port Arthur.
The Inevitable has come to puss, I'ort

Arthur ini» fallen. General Stoessel made
a manful resistance, and he will go dowti
to history as ono ¿f the dUftiiitfulähed
héroe« of the, twentieth century, it was

noi, «s at ono time i(. seemed to be, iiwsrc-
Jy a «tuhborn, juirposeleMi ilght-to-tbe-
ItwM-ill'ch «tru^-gl»·' There was method In

hit I*****.i ,rw**uji:a:. Jft ?-??F?« í'yrt

Arthur, ii« kept á Japanese fleet engaten
and ho kept a leite number òt Japan's
Solute«* from joining the malti,army find
giving addít.o«¡¿í force ?gains t ''l-iiiròpat*
kiti. 3te aleó mod« thu capturo aß ???ß?-
«ivo ?? tiomiihle for, Japan, and tho prloft
lo .fiipiin in men uiul money was enof*
moli«,.
in, tliA hteatitlniti,'¦ he gavo tho Baltic

fleet a chai.cn, to arrive, anil he gav'ethe
hrthtti govern hi'tmt vnlusibio opportunlly to

otrongthon TCuroputkln's position. True,
the end cftine before the Baltld flont
reached It* Journey'« end, and wo do
not know how well the. Can r has turned
to good ' account tho opportunity ¿to
strengthon id« pósi t Ion on the tlffhtlhK
lino in Manchuria*· But General Stòeseol
seems to havo done all that morlal malt.,

could do to delay tho fail of Pott Arthur
to tin* last moment. It is quite certain
that tho victory would· liftve beon worth
tiioro to Japan had it como several months'
earlier, r ·.'·.,/
Bq that ns It may,' however, :tho sur¬

render of Port Arthur is in tho'nature of,
a lino Now. Year's..gift to Japan,' und It·
must bo In high glee 'that t'ho nation re¬

ceives It.' This Is the second time within
a few years Japan has token Port Arthur,
Sho captured It from the Chinóse on

November 28, 18!)·!, niid when silo camo to
stililo alio demanded the cession In per¬
petuity and. full sovereignty, together
willi nil fortifications, arsenals and public
property therein: tho Southern part of

tl^e province of Fong-Tlon, tho part of
Manchuria demanded being tho territory
which lier soldiers had run over and
occupied, including Port Arthur.' China
readily yielded, and all this territory was

actually ceded In the treaty' ot peace.
But after tlio manner of diplomacy, Rus¬

sia,' Germany and France "advised'' Japan
not to t'aito any part of Chlneso territory,
hut only an Indomnlty in «money. Japan
knew that tills hit of ''advice" was enulv-.
nient to an order from three strong na¬

tions, which sho dared, not disobey; Of
course, she yielded, and Russia, camo

forward and loaned to China the money
with which to pay. It was a bitter pill
for Japan ti> «wallow, but tho worst was

to como.! Having ingratiated herself with
China .by t?«ktng this loan, in 1SÎS'Russia
leased from Chliio, this sumo Port Arthur
for a poriod of twenty-llva years!, Imag¬
ino Japan's1 chagrlnnnd Indignation when
this "announcement was marie. Tho port
which she hod «won as a. prise of war,
and which was so valuable to her In her
struggle against Russian encroachment;
tlio prize which sho^was forced, through
Russia's agency, to givo up, had now bo-
come a Russian port, and would bo' a most

Important factor in furthering Russia's
schemes. :

No woiidor Japan was Indignant, and no

wonder sho made suoli' savago assaults
upon Port Arthur when .war wltti Russia
was declared, and no wonder sho-kopt up
the fcavngo assaults until every Russian
ship in the harbor was destroyed and until
tho garrison tn the fort wns compelled to

surrender; and no wonder that thoro is

great Tcjolcing In Japan to-day that once
moro -'the. coveted prize has fallen into
her hands.

The Russian Democracy.
We''h'àvo upon inore than olio'occasion

made reference to tho Russian democracy,
and llave said «that it is a .'living, 'exacting
force! which tilín" Czar must rockon with.
It is,'accordirig'to Dr. Tl&nnls Taylor,
who writes; ári instructivo article on the
subjcot in the January number of the
North 'American' Rovlow, a g-rootei·/'force
and a moro. Intelligent force-than out¬

siders generally (¡hink. Dr. Taylor empha¬
sizes tho foot that although Russia is.an
absoluto monarrchy, the unit of state or¬

ganization is the villago community known

as the "mir," whoso constitution is Iden¬
tical with that of tho Teutonic mark or;
township as It appeared-centuries ago;
that tlie Russian "mir" as it appoars to
tho travolor to-day Is a vivid Illustra¬
tion of tho village life of the founders
of the English kingdom at tho timo the
migration into. Britain began.
Saye Sir Donald MaoKenzle Wallace,

in his recent hook on Russia: >·',

"In 'tho' groat stronghold of Caesarian
despotism and centralized bureaucracy,'
theso vlllago communes, containing about
live-sixths of tho population, oro capital
spociimens of representative constitutional
government of tho extreme democratic
type! ?????? I «ay that the rural coin-
muiio Is.a good spoolmop of constitutional
government, I uso tlio^ phrase In tho Eng-
gllsii, and not lii« tho'Continental, sense.
·¦;·.'-? Their constitution Is of tho Eng¬
lish type.a tally nf unwritten, trodl-
tional'-conceptlons, which liavo grown up
and modliled themselves under tho hillu-
enco of- ever-changing practical nooosslty.
If tho function** and mutual relations of
vlllago eldor and tho vlllago 'assembly
have over «boon tlollnod, neither tho elders
nor tho members of the asHombly know
anything al' euch definition*«; and yet,
cvory peasant knows, as If hy Instinct;
what each of these authorities can do
and cannot do, Tlio commune is, In fact,
a 'Ivflng institution, wJioso spontaneous
vilalltj-* cnn'bles 1t to dispenso -with tho
nsslstiiiice and guidance of tlio written
law. A"« to Its IhorouElily democratic
character, thero on ? bo no possible'doubt.
The older roprosenls merely tlio execu¬
tive power. All the real authority ve-
»Idcs In Ilio assembly, of which all heads
of households aro members. Theoretically
speaking, tho vlllago parliament has ?
speaker, in the person of iho village
elder, » ? * Tho elder comos promlnonlly
forwaixl oniy when It Is necessary to tnko
the »«liso of the meeting. On such occa¬

sions, ho may Btand buck a little from
tho crowd and say: 'Woll, orthodox, havo
you decided so?' and tlie crowd will prob¬
ably shout: 'Undno! ladim!'«.that Is lo
»ay: 'Agreed! agreed!' '.'onimuiiiil mens¬
ures nro generally carried In this way by
ncclnmutlon; hut It hoihctimes happens
that there Is such a decided, diversity ot
opinion that It is dlflloult to toll which
of the two purlieu has a majority. In tills
case, tlio oidor requests the ono party lo
stand to the right anil the other to the
left. The two groups aro then counted,
ami thn minority submits, for no one ever
dreams of oj.jK-sliig openly tlio will of
the mir,"
"Who can .read "that description," **nyu

Pr. Taylor, "without comparing tho Rus¬
sian ...Mielgo with u New England town
»looting, which la simply a reproduction
on American s«ill of tho ol<| English town¬
ship, as It appeared before it wns ever

overlaid «by cccleslusUcal and Cendal or-

ganJzatlonsï" \>r, ^Tuylor then proceeds
to bay that of tlie.«>,ei»,000 who formed
the rural population of European Russlu
In 1882, tho greater part wero settled«'|n
UC.'iiS villages, wluu'o this form of demo-
crallc rulo obtains. Tho unit of ututo or¬
ganization is »till thc village i-uinuiunlly
Known »ta ih» "mu·." A union ut sucU

nömttmVilllßs j* bail ht" A Veidit'f wiitfeo in*'
fittibltitnls elect tin elder.' The ·????*." rit
¦the yolòst und hi»», cíet'k luvvh hoc.bmé,
however,' mere organ's of' the local 'pòiico
and tfli-.R'ttbot'e·*«, whltt· tho tribunal òt
'Jho volosl. Ib at". the. inorcy both oí Ivirtu«
»mtlel land pfaprletore and oí tho wealthy
1er petiejítila or, Merchants; ¦Atubjertt'Ut they,,
ari·« to the tiilootittoilçtl'rtile of a sialo
official'. The system of local *self»ríovcin-
iiietH It« also'ooiiüiltiod III tho elective dis-
I riot end proiirtoiitl itssohiblio»,. oïl, the;
one hand, and, on tho other, the' «IçâtlvN^-
justlces oí Uto peace, whoso periodical
gaMiüi'iiigB tiro courts of appeal ngaliist,
tho decision« of. tu« utûlyldtial jùistlceSi'
But neither of tlieeo Institutions Is Capa¬
ble of. ticqutHng the necessary indepen¬
dence. The zomtttvos.ono foi·''each dis¬

tri ot and ..another for the province.con·'
elate.,oí- a ,ircpresoiitatlvo: aiuembly and

an executive nominated by tho- forhior.
"tVhilo'ln thobry the ¡.omslyos'ha.vo ltu-gts
powers In relation: to the·...Incidents of

taxation tas wtíil.afl to mattere affecting
education, n'ubilo health, road«*? 'and.'tho'
like, for decisions are zealously controlled
by. the ropresentatrlvo oí'tlio central' gov¬
ernment, the governor; and promptly an»'

nulled whenever they conflict with this'

eplrlt prevailing at tho tlhio of the court
Dlsobedlonoe Is punished by dissolution
nnd «onietlrtio9 «by administrativo exile.
circumstances which have tended to ollinl-'
halo from tho zomstvos tlio bettor cle¬

ment that ontered originally Into their
composition. In tho line of this state-

tttent, concludes tho writer, it may bo
easier to' nntlorstand the significance of

tho recoiit conference of the presidents
bt tho zomstvos, -whoso memorial,·. In the'
words oí si Russian editor, "embodies to
tho last word tho salehco of constitution
'government;"
It 1« evident* to Dr. Taylor's mind that

the point, has .bcon reached when a repre¬

sentative national assembly, n. real par¬
liament on the niodorn plan, Is about tò

"break out" in Russia, as a. House of

Burgesses "brO-ko out" In Virginia in 1610.

He says, in conclusion, that Russian peo¬

ple linvo been having the'best of all con¬

stitutional training in their village ?at·-
llanicnt, tho liticai training out of which,
has grown the representative assemblies
of Bnglnnxt and 'tho United States, and

there Is ho reason why a .parliamentary
system should not to rapidly ..developed
ln Russia,..because'the entire substructure
ot the'state Is composed of nurseries In

which the principle of election and -repre¬

sentation by small (democracies Is In full

«bloom,,
· /

These statements of fact and these

conclusions v by a' leading 'diplomat are

all tlie inoro ¡significant on this day when

the fall of Port Arthur Is announced.

The New «York; Times. >'-}
At the* beginning of tho New Year »"i'e

New'York Times takes,possession of Its
now building, whioh has been referred «to

by eicperts. as'one ot the. notable archi¬
tectural triumphs of the world. Tho city

of New York ln recognition of this fa'^t
has named the "'district from'Forty-sec¬
ond Street, north for seven' blocks alóni
Broadway and Seventh Avenue, "Tlmçs
St-iiaro" and tlio subway'station In the
hasemortt off tho building bears the same

tillo. /
As another mark of ciït*2rp»*lse the

Timos moved Its cntlro battery, of typo-

sotting machines .'from No. .-.32, Park Rcjjw
to Times Sqiiarp.-a.dlstnnce-Qi; tlu-.ee m11%'
"after midnight; A, force of ono hundred
and fifty 'expert· machinists -accomplished
tho work'successfully and on Sunday night
tho same machines that did similar work

fifteen hours «earlier three miles away,

sot up tho paper In tho new building. «,'.
Thè building is the city's tallest struc¬

ture, being from base to top thlrty-ono
stories with an extreme height of 476 feet.

Tho totai weight ot tho building is nearly
88,000,000 pounds, and a now record In
steel· tonnage, has been mudo in its con¬

struction, as it contains a larger per¬
centage of steel to cubican contents than

any other offico building, Tho presses
are B5 feet below tho lovel of the street,
whllo the copy for the' paper in prepared
and set up from'the fourteenth to tho

twenty-fifth floors;, Tho press plant has
ca'pactty .of 114,016 pages ¿very hour,· and

provision has boon mudo, to increase, this
capacity to «132,000.
Not many, years ago tho- New York

Times was an unprofitable newspaper, and
seomed to lie doomed to failure,..but un¬

der tho management of Mr. Adolph S.
Ochs it has become one ot tho leading
newspapers, of Now York'and one of tho
most ¡profitable. It Is. In all respects a

splendid journal, showing great enterprise
In the collection and distribution of news,

adhering strictly to ils noble motto, "All
the news that's fit to print." In its edi¬
torial conduct it is honest and fearless,
and a power Yor good. Tho TImes-Dls*
patch extends a hearty Now Year greet¬
ing. '·

"How to" treat tramps" is a question
sociologists aro wrestling with, and tlio
Atlanta Journal commends to thorn tho
Georgia method, which Is to "sot the dogs
on them·" ,''-..

It Is believed In somo quartors that the
Garflold proposition to liuvo Iho govern¬
ment charter corporations Is u direct blow
at Now Jerseys most profitable indus¬
try.

Charlotte and Greensboro both started
tlie New Year us dry towns, and both
aro now laughing at the big dispensary
bouse ill Raleigh.

Up to date nobody has henrd of any
of ?|io persons who <ops|iler Tom Wat*

"happynewyear;
Ib a very familiar,greeting, but can one
bo happy without health? Not Then
our greeting is twice welcome because'we
also offer you a medicino that will pos¬
itively restore you to neullfi and happi¬
ness, namely, Hostotter'H'fltqmuch Bit¬
ters. It never falls in i'tyÍB««« of lndlQ.ee*
tlgn, Dyepepela, Flatulency, Heartburn.
Iniomnla, Chill* or Cold».' Try a bot¬
tle; also gv>t a free oapy of pur 1900 Al»
manao from your Druggist.

HOSTETTER'S
STOMACH BITTERS.

*òrt «iheíi·. etiümy. pfayltif ihitt "he shall
write ü-.titttjt. ;-¦ ; ?.·

An soon ?, you /ait down on your New
Year ¿rood rwdlutiötii jump ritht tip And
malt» It again, You rnny do bettor next
tim·,. 'i'.;:,..." ...

The Jap.t .foynfl mighty little that wftè
wot-th havltif when tliAy ílnaily got Into
the old town, btH they got tl*o town, any¬
how,. ,·.- i

'ffhe Weather Boéms to have also ina
New^ Year pledge to do better, ibut it
is' a brittle one Buon to ,be brdkeiii.-we
fear. '¦: ¦''.·',.¦

The boll weevil is ,'of the opinion that
the fanners Ih, Georgia who have cotton
to burn should bo suppressed at once.

(Don't,,be;greatly alarmed, Tho»· 6eor-
gia cotton ilfes wtli not spread very far
òr consume much cotton whet*· they arc.

A big clock oh'the top of ono of Rich¬
mond's skyscrapers would be a -blessing
and a comfort for mlleg around.

Aftét·; ali', Sehator Platt begins the Now
Year abouti the llvest "political .corpse"
Now Yor^eVbr producod. '

And npw what Is there for RojeeWent-
eky and his Baltic,fleet tojdo?

The Russians, mode a bad New Year's
beginning! at Port Arthur.

Of course, Odell woe in favor oí Dcpew
all tho. tlme.'J-,

Tax Eaters vs. Tax Payers.
lI2ditor of «IIiö Times-Dispatch:¦"·' '¦-;
"Sir,.ThQ'ionVpléa of the State librarian
for a· free'public library'may be reduced
to -twoshort "Whys," tlie rest of, his
plea being, largo, claims that the library
will .be'.extensively used and that the
benefit wilt-, be. great.
The first ..Why Is: Because tox-paycrs

and women'; and children want benefits,
mostly Imaginary, of a free library.-with¬
out paying the price. And the second
.WhyVjs:"¦;',· ?''- ':'..'·..·'
Because other cities have free public

.libraries. ·: ; '·¦;
It theso argument«« ore valid then Rlch-

¦mond.wlll never, bo dono, providing.free,
things and· having everything any other
city has. ·,'.
For if. à free library, r.hloli may bo

useful, biit'ls not esaontlal, why not free
school· "books; 'freo'-gas, free, wator, free
medical attendance, which are not only-
useful,'.but essential, but scoros of other
free1 good things?; j

And' If a free library because other
cities have a; freo library, thou for tho
honors of· Richmond wo should appoint a.

roving cómmltteo of tax-eators to "¡vlett
the oltlea. of the .land to discover, what¬
ever free ;they: may, have that wo-have
not, and· then Introduce thorn hero, for
Richmond, dear Richmond, should have
everything; that'àny other city has, and
moria'besides,«·.--.
.It-Is; natural;'of course, for tax-eatons

1 Ike .librarians,' college presidents' and pro¬
fessors to advocate free libraries Because
It la tholr. trade and their, living, but that
Is' ;th© -very, reason we should accept their
advice' with.'-caution, becaueo'i they,.· are
interested .Witnesses. ¦;·*··.¦.¦
And If is also^hntural for.other tax-eat¬

ers, like'" preà'ohèrs,' ?office-holders, téaqh-
ers;- pòlic'enVón;<:.oto.( tòt advócate free li¬
braries, béca'ueelt, ;too,v Is- their trade «to
advocate*' free, tilings, ·'not'.only «from, a

natural esprit' 'do corps', '·. but -because .the
more'l'ree'lMlngá'.Wie.'-tJettér they think It
for themselves,- /"But ;then' their Wishes
and advice/'too.-aw'lntërested'and there¬
fore, of 'Utt}o''!<'alfte·'¦and1 'should be care¬
fully Weighed, If not rejected.
Tax-enters" personally'are worthy folks

generally, .hut, they are'of'little*'If any'
direct béneflt to the:community; as a rule
they add not ? Cent'to wealth· or tax¬
able volueg and they only live'òf6 the
wealth prodiièe'd by' tax-payers, Elimi¬
nate'·· tax-payers and tax-eater», perish,
or reducé tlie proaüctivenéss'of tax-payers
and: tax-eaters suffer, .unless forsooth
.tholr.'hold-on theipubllc teát is so strong
that .they -will continue tó Increase until,
they' destroy thé State, Instances of which
abound in history.:. ,

Now It Is tax-eaters mostly. -who are
demanding a free.;public library, rein¬
forced by a few tax-payers, who ore pos¬
sessed of. the lax idea'· that because'they
are Willing to be taxed that, tliòrefc-ré.'-a,??
should, be taxed,* or who are inoctilat^d
with the Idea optile.duty.of "doing good,"
but whpse ideas !ln this, respect tend* to
pauperize,' rather then to elevate,, to
Impalr/'.'rathor .than ,to increase self-re¬
spect.. "Without,self-respect, there can be
no truo manhood;' and manhood scorns to
receive «without'paying the. price. The
word "free" smacks too much of mendi¬
cancy for the «elfc-resppatlng man, and
he will have none of, It» oveii. though
sugar-coated with "library".freo library.
Ho wants to nay for all ho gets, and If
he can't pay he, does without» And the',
advocates of a free library' tliould "be,
ashamed to ?a????^ß?ß? by Implication
that they are lacVldng In that best clement
of-manhood.self-respect.
The advocates »of a-free library greatly,

exaggerate thoUse that will be made of
It and tho benefit to be derived there¬
from. They toko for example same, olty
that Is claimed to ;mako use of and! bohe-
flt from,a free "library, and aruue that
therefore Richmond would equally use
and benefit from a free library, and If tho
two cities wore.: alike their reasoning
would ho good. 'They import'a woman
from Atlanta to tell iis what great things
a free library litis done for that city and
then Immediately; argue the same. good
results for Richmond. Reasonable enough
if the two cities were alike,, but Richmond
and Atlanta ar"e'«ás unlike as If separated
by tho diameter* of .the globe. Atlanta Is
a live, Ibiistlltig- pushing city, as eager
after tho ttniiar «and material good .a« a

typical Western· city. Its people tumble
over each other:-t.o get ahead and to pull
Atlanta ahead. .with thorn. ".Carpe diem,
and loplc, and march ahead aro their
mottoes, '·.'·.. ; ,< ;,¦"'.·.
Richmond, on 'tha-contrary, la a' city

ot prdyur meetings and soçret societies,
both inalo and* female, '-and/Is rurv by
preachers and <.-women, arid' 'Its practice,
If riot Us mottoYl» "looking backward."
Tho men nominally rule, but tho women
run the men an'd'-tha preaoliers run the
wemen, a la Soorates' son ruling Athene.
And «when preachers rule good-hye tq pro-,
grog ft, for their trado and their -woi faro
Is oonservaitlsm, iliat Is, to keep things
in statu cioti and li ¡wsalblo as they were
2,000 years ago;
Richmond, therefore being so radically

dlfferont from Atlanta, the Argument
really Is that wlutt succeeds In Atlanta
will fall hero, and that a successful iroo
Puhllc library there nioans un unsuccess¬
ful free publie library here, .. .·.
Tho fact is Richmond Is not a reading

city, and never will bo until sho cease»
to look backward "and to look forward,
not\forward, unfortunately to thla Ufo,
l'ut to a life that begins after this life
ends.
Richmond has Jiad libraries whero a

small annual feo was required, but too
small to di'ter anybody who liad uny
rea,} desire to read, but tho libraries are
dead or moribund, Tho Rosemary JA*
.brary wa« established somo twenty years
ago .«by public spirited cltlunns, but al*
though the foo wiia only $3 per annum,
and U tor working women, It hue neyor
prospered urn* Ita present condition is a
mo».t melancholy tribute to our look of
desire, for reading. And tho. library of
tho -Y. M, C, A,? That, wo bollero, baa
never shown the existence of a, reading
splr.lt, and whllo' we hear calls for tlio
Y. w. tí. A. |n jnany directions we hear
little of culls for the library.
People who aro' unwilling tu puy1. tho

small price required to obtain the uso of
good books aro never likely to make valu*
able uso «of a free library after thoy get
It. Indications, hqwover' are that the wo¬
men and tax-patens will carry tho day
and tlinl in snito of tho faut that Rich¬
mond, according to Colonel Cutshaw,
iii-iids Jlo.COti.fioo to put lier streets In good
condition. TJiuì, l^weyer, will unly, to»

SHORT TÄtKSÖN RAILROADS.
ADVANCE IN FREIGHT RATES

fialíroad earning« and thè Irriti market are said to be thesgrcat barometers of

trade ahd prosperity. .When tho prítsa oí Irò« gr'-ea below thò normal ohd mllrdad
eetiilnge fall oíf^eyefy«Íflt1lcálloir:pt>iht« io'náfdHIiheW. '«At IoahÍ. this used .tu'tie;
the caao-.", A few mohths Ago-Hit,extraordinary phenomenon ,,wh* «ptod in the loW.
prloeof lroti, with? continual adVéhoes In the not eátttlhg» oí railtoádii.! All sorts,
6f explanation* wbre offered for thle Condition, ohe,of whleh I« that advanced hy. the
Interstate Commerce Commission In 1U report for iftOÍ,' whichsays that' the

Increased railroad earning« Is'a direct result of a itently advàiieo Hi freight ratee.

A few years imo, said the Commission, It wae thought'that rittee "could not ht* ad¬

vanced, and It Was stated, under oath by many financier«, who hed bought and con¬

solidated various railroad système, that their.object; was not lo Iricreàee, but io 're¬
duce «ratee by reducing, th9; cost oí opération. History, however, done ngt beai· out

their statement», 'The rates have been advanced Iti various.ways'. «,-' !

l-Hrst, the publlshod.rate Itself line been «dvancetl. Por example^ from, tot« Louts·
to the Southwest, staple olaas ratei are both higher tö-day than when they were

flrst filed Ih 18$7, white rates nflon those comtiir/ditlei, which constitute tito! bulle oí
the Interstate trafile,, hay* :btj*n adVeticed -riòt only thfOUgh the. Bouthweet section
of the.country, but tbrougli.¿fie country a large. .Thé freight ratee for«tioal, Iron,
grain, lumber and live stock ail arc higher to-day than thej-* were'Vour «yèare ago·. VI
., Second, other advances have bt«en made by ohange ofclassification, thereby rnls-· j
Ing the class of goods from a cheaper to a higher, rate,

';;-''!
fhlrd, many.commodities which formerly «had a special rate,, have been restored

to the classified* list, and there has been a constant tendency to withdraw all boo-

olal privileges, >,''''·¦'¦'' ·.j
«Fourth, the railroad« are maintaining rates In a way that they never did bo-J

fore; and this amounts to a very conelderable percentage In a year. One traffic,,,
manager testified beforo the Commission¡that at;least tô por cent! of, Its gross earn-.

ingd Used to be paid .annually Iti rebates; This would probably bo an excessive per-»

centage for the whole of America, but It gives somo Idea oi the Increased cost to:

the public of transportation. '¦.,¦'
.,\Vhlle,the advance has been email In individual case«, the aggregato has been"

very large. An Ulerease óf 10 cintala ton.on coal would moan over 180,0001000 an-,:

hually, and the aottial advance ha* been muoh m!ore than this. During the year;'
ending June 30, 1902, the railroads carried In round numbers 1,200,000,000 tons Or
freight. The Increase of a slngle/lcent a ton would amount to ,812,000,000 a year, and
this glyee sortie idea of the Increased tax tor «ervlces rendered the public'by the

railroads. In the opinion of the interstate C^imnerce,, Commlieiotrj,V.these advances

In rateé have be<*n due to conderted action by the railroads, as Is evidenced by facts

that all the railroads from as la«go; a center as Chicago simultaneously'advanced
their rate« on grain to the Atlantic seaboard, The Commerce Commission further

finds that these advances have not been made; by expert traffic men to meet changed

conditions,· hut at the dictation oí the financial heads of the railroads who desired'
more revenue, :¦;,¦«'' '? ¦:*' ,'·,,:.'. ¦¦'¦<»

In oommentlng'bh the adVanço, a« a whole the interstate Commerce' Commission
state's that thei* did hot discuss the propriety· of these1 advances, ns It would be most

unfair far the publlo to refuse to allow any stich'; advances If thoy were just'and)
reasonable. The railroad/managers, ein their side, aay that, they are-entltled to a

share of the.general prosperity'of the'countfy and haV^ therefore raided their traf¬

fic rates, which they appear to have done, for since 1897, the average railway's gross

receipts, per mil?, hai*e Increased 63 per cent., not reoelpts 57 per cent., while· the'
capltalI«atIon hag only Increased 4.6, per «tent. Invthe opinion of thé Commission the

danger of the situation-lieshot so much lb the fact that the railroads get moro

mohey in good times as In tho attitude of the railroads ln reducing -rates In/hard.·
times. The destruction of'cotton by the boll weevil In Texas and the depression.
Of the Iron market In America, did ; not -got. a cheaper' rate for farm'erïor tho Iron

manufacturers, who woro shipping for home consumption, and¡ theroioro, nothing
was done by.the railroads to tend to Increase the use of the iron manufacturers', ar¬

ticles or; to help .the farmers, who had been ß? seriously damaged by 'the cotton pest, :

In tho opinion of the Commission, there Is no way to prevent this-adyanco,· and/;
Indeed, It they are Just and reasonable, they oughthot to be prevented; but even where

they are improper, the only redress of the public,le to,bring the caao to tlie atten¬
tion of the Commission and.wait for that body to Investigato and then.report, and
as at present constituted, the re-port cannot be followed,by an order,of any bind-;
Ing effect. \ '."¦!,','

JANUARY 2D IN WORLD'S HISTORY
1604.

The Jesuits reinstated in France.
·. .?'?'? ';¦ 175». ....

The French surprised and captured Frankiurt-on-the-Malne.
1774.

The coffin of Edward I. opened by a deputation from the society of

antiquarians, after it had been -buried 467 years. In a coffin of yel'aw
stone they found the royal body, in perfect preservation, enclosed in twór'
wrappers, one of them gold tissue, strongly waxed and fresh, the other
and outermost considerably decayed. ¦,,...' «'

..;,>¦ ,;·.«' '¦ '··'.',· ,,,,·, ¦;.·,,·;/';,¦';;-:/.,-;i77T. 'f"~- "¦¦."'.":* -'.·"-'¦· -/¦¦·¦ ¦¦¦·& >.^
".;¦ Cannonading .at Trenton; the British repulsed in their attempt to "cross

Sanpihk Creek bridge. In¡the .night General .\Vasbington. retired, leaving
¦his fires'burning.·-· ¦¦¦"¦' x ¦-¦..*"'

? ?''
'1788. '·¦ ·· .'¦ »¦

Georgia ratified the Constitution of the United .Statee without amend¬

ment, being the fourth State to do so.

_y '.·¦'.. < ¦'- 1810,
Orders were received from Paris by'Murat, King of Naples, to setee!

and immediately dispose of all American vessels and cargoes.
.·'««'' ?887. ¦¦;. .

'John Cuffee, a negro slave, died at Norfolk, Va., aged 120 years. He

¦wae a native of Africa.
18Ö0.

George Blattermàn, professor of. modern languages in the Virginia
University, died at Charlottesville.

JANUARY 3D lliLD^ HISTORY
'"loe ?.?.' ,

Birthday of Marcus Tulllus Cicero, the Roman orator.
,17584.

Philip V." of Spain abdicated the throne in favor of his son, Louis, but

he, dying the same year, Philip resumed the crown again.
,.

¦¦ ????.
Battle of Princeton, N.J., between the British and a division of the

American army, under General Wasbingtotì. The British lo'et 100 .men

and 300 more who had taken refuge in the college'were forced to eurrnder.
1805. ;\ ..

.Alexander Wedderburh, Lord of iìosslyn, died. He distinguished him¬

self as alawyer, and was appointed solicitor-general in 1771, in which

office he Is remarkable for having insulted Franklin in arguing on Amer¬

ican affairs hefore'the privy, council.
1815.

British frigate Junon, Captain C, Upton, captured the American pri¬
vateer Gurrier, of four guns' and sixty men, from Portsmouth, ?. H.

" 1858. ..... /,'
The Pantheon, in Paris, reopened as tho church of St. Geneviève.

?854.,
"

Lee Slater Overman, United States senator of North Carolina, born.

llko Rlohmond, to sacrifico, tiio essential
to the unessential.
? I* H, BDA1N.
Richmond, Va

e

Alderman's Inauguration.
Editor of Tho'Tlmos-Pi-patch: -,

¦·

8tr,-r-Apropûs of tho appeal' to tlio
Alumni of tho University to attend tho
Inauguration of President Alderman on ',-
tho 13th of next April, I wish to offer-a I
suggestion. The session of the ;Unlvòr· |
slty of 1865-66 was In many respect» a

notable one; chteflly that the students
were mostly just ,irom tho Confederate
Army. Novel·, I suppose, did thé Univer¬
sity ©vor .have as many mature men upon
Its roll as students.thero were colonels,
majors, captains, lleutonants and prl-
vatos. it was a critical period In the his*
tory of Vlrg.nla. Federal troops «wore in
Charlottesvllie, as in nearly all of tho
oltlos, .Forty years will have elapeod
since the poor end defeated soldier gath¬
ered "hie llttlo all" together, to get a pro-
fftsslon, or to renew %'ln studies, and begin
the battio öf Ufo after four years of the
battle of death. I want to suggest that
there'ho a meeting of tho students of that
session at the Inauguration. Many of that·
session have ifought their last buttle, hut
thero aro a great.many loft! ¡
I recall Daniel, Anderson, White,, White,

Stiles, BllUam, Bryan, Dow, Dow, Wise,
Howes, Fleet, Bagby, Jones, Broadus,
Watts, Wwds, Flsliburne and could name

¡many others,
R wits a strenuous session¡ money was

Bearne, and,so wero good clothes; but
there wero many beautiful girle at t|ia
university und in and around Charlottes-
ville, and Hfe was «pleasant,.,
l símil now forgot the scene on Final

Day when Dlxlo win» played hy the bahd
and when Cenoral FlUhugh lyoe mado his
remarkable speech, jn response to a call

DESKS, CHAIRS.
Large« «took, lowest price»,
try us and s.e.

CATAlOfl HUE.
^??t1^?«?§, .*
Xw«lv«.&U Main 8·.

from the soldier atudonti. "I was forcibly
reminded at Appomattox Courthouse that
I had nothing moro to say." I remember
that I was with a young lady pn that dc-
casiop, and that when Dixie was played,
she stood on the top. of the hack of the
bonch, and yelled almost ae an Indian.
The pent up emotion exploded and suoh
yolllnrond hurrahing, G have never heard
from the throate of any crowd.

I «make tho suggestion, to.Dr. Page,.the
dean; of. the University, that tho effort be
made to get the Alumni together accord¬
ing to date ot session; or sessions, attend¬
ed,

; '¦ SQ,
Willliunsburgr, Va,

The Insurance Trust,
Editor of Tho Tiinee*D|epatahi
{ 81?·,-t think the queitlon of Insurance
rates ono of vlt-,«l interest to the people
of ou'r Stute« at preeent, and I .«ope the
peoplo pf Virginia will (five the matter
proper thought and be, prepared at tlie
proper timo to remedy tho evil tn a meas¬
ure at least, The local agents of South
Boston, say the Insurance managers
claimed that if thè Whnrton law was re«·
pealed It would be better for the insurers,
and that fates would be lowered and
on the other hand they« have been raised
very, much In many instanpes within my
.knowledge. Orno -good tariek and Mn
risk In our town was eagerly written be¬
fore at 2 per cent and now» they demand
.i.'iu. ami many othors I oouki mention,
What wo want Is froo' apd open compe¬
tition and then there would be no room
for complaint, If their rates wero even
.higher, but In tha combination of the
8, Jj). T, A«.' ·\?ß are simply at tholr
mercy. Tho' rotes. bave been raised so
nuich |n many instances as to make
thom praotloojly moli libiti ve. The mer*
chants and manqfucturers of Richmond
and other pities and, towns havo to go
oqi and get business in tho open .-wirket
and hayo no protection against other
firms in· samo linei, ttiero being no com¬
bination a« to 'terms or price«, and that
Is all wo ask or want ut the .muds of
the Insurance companies.

';·¦' Ri ,t*. BARBOUR.
Buuth Bortoni Va,

*
Are You a
Subscriber s"
to a telephone, or do
you annoy your neigh¬
bor by running in and
using his? Why not
have one of your own?

°ur w*-tf·* Ar*
.·- Reasonable. ·.·:¦·¦

Southern Boll Telephon·
and Telegraph Oo."«'

7il dut, Oreo· Street
Téléphone Ko. 1011.

Vigorous Rubbing with tho
CELEBRATED

dixie:
NERVE and

bone:
linimeimt

will cure Pains,' Sprains, Strains
and all Rheumatic Pains.
Best on Battìi for Man and

Hcast. /../¦"
The genuino le Bold everywhere

for 25 cents for a largo bottle.
Trial size, 18 cents.""" .,

'

OWENS & MINOR
DRUG CO.,

Richmond, - Virginia.

***************%* ?****** II

THERE IS NO I
SODA
WATER
like lhal furnished,ar.

BINDS* NEW
"INNOVÄllÖN"
FWJNTÁIN,

923 East Main Street.

WITIIAM HINDS,
SODA WATER AND CIGARS,

023 East Main ;¦ Street, ·'

Corner Tenth Street."

+.******» ************** [.«astaafswisij

All ?? Who
Worry and Fret
becauHo many sift« aro still unbought,
and tho timo «ivaxeth very near when
thoy will ~no nocded. Bring- your
Christmas. troubles to {his store, and
.jva.wlll help·you out,
WAST HOUR GIFTS FOR WOMEN.

Leathor Portfolios, Purses. Wrist
Bags, Card Cases, Fine Stationery, .lit
every conceivable shade and texture.,
.LAST-'HOUR GIFTS FOR ???-

and gifts mon like are mighty acaree.

Fountain Pone, Wallets, Inkstands and
Desk Fixings.
BOOKS FOR EVERYBODY.some¬

thing appropriate for each· of Shake¬
speare's Seven Ages. A book 1b tho
best of gifts,' for Its proper selection
require*) tasto, knowledge and affeo*
tlon for the, recipient.

All these gifts at moderate'prices.

HUNTER & CO.
629 E. Broid St., Rlohmond, Ve.

Opon at Night.

Ohllblaini! Chilblains!
RELIEVED
By Usino;

RQBI1VS'
CHILBLAIN LOTION
200 Eett Marshall Stroot.
20 Cto.

WHERE IS THE POSTOFFICE?
OPPOSITO TUB

Southern Dental Rooma
.Phono 8286.

OPEN TU,La;UO IV M.


